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§77.1 Purpose.

Letters of credit with the United
States Treasury, issued by the Depart-
ment to States or other grantees and
contractors, are a convenient means
for disbursing Federal funds to recipi-
ents of grant awards or contracts (re-
cipient organizations) under the pro-
grams of this and other Executive De-
partments. The sound and efficient op-
eration of the letter-of-credit system is
dependent in large part upon the hon-
esty, good faith, and responsible finan-
cial management of recipient organiza-
tions that receive funds pursuant to
letters of credit. This part sets forth
conditions that may prompt the De-
partment to seek remedial action
against a recipient organization oper-
ating under a letter of credit and the
procedures that will be used to reach a
final decision regarding the taking of
remedial actions against a recipient or-
ganization.

§77.2 Scope.

The regulations in this part apply to
all recipient organizations under any
program administered by the Depart-
ment through which the organization
receives Federal funds under a letter of
credit.

§77.3 Conditions that may give rise to
remedial actions.

If the Department determines that
any of the following conditions is
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present in a recipient organization’s
administration of a letter of credit, it
may take remedial actions against the
organization:

(a) A recipient organization draws
Federal funds through its letter of
credit in excess of the aggregate grant
award or contract authority currently
available to it.

(b) A recipient organization draws
Federal funds for a particular program
in excess of currently available grant
award or contract authority for that
program, even though the organization
may not have exceeded its aggregate
grant award or contract authority.

(c) A recipient organization fails to
file timely all reports and other data
required by the Department in connec-
tion with its grant awards, contracts,
or letter of credit.

(d) A recipient organization accumu-
lates, through its letter of credit or
otherwise, excess amounts of Federal
funds relative to its actual and imme-
diate disbursement requirements.

(e) A recipient organization’s cash
management system fails to comply
with generally accepted accounting
principles or Departmental regulations
or demonstrates irregularities, mis-
representations, fraud, or abuse in its
operation.

§77.4 Remedial actions.

If, after the conclusion of the proce-
dures set forth in §77.5 or §77.6 the De-
partment finds that one or more of the
conditions set forth in §77.3 is or has
been present, the Department may
take the following remedial actions
against a recipient organization’s use
of its letter of credit:

(a) The Department may place spe-
cial limits, restrictions, or controls
upon the recipient organization’s use of
its letter of credit.

(b) The Department may require
more frequent or more detailed finan-
cial reporting from the recipient orga-
nization.

(c) The Department may suspend, re-
duce, or terminate the recipient orga-
nization’s use of its letter of credit.
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